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• ~J :) "' 8971 (Ashland UFO) 
..:.·::..' 2.t t / s ta..ff r eporter 
.·./ ':>l' 0athco.rt/ Bell 
J·i.;.ne 27 ,. 1975 . , 

A brilliantly lighted~ str ange looking cr~ t sat on a dirt 

:coad 4 00 feet away , fright ening a .family of six • • • 
fl 

A huge domed object glowing with an iri descent green color and 
~ 

with a monstrous r ed pulsing light hovered 

stretch o.f h i ghway , t errifying a motorist • 

over a lonely ~ 

. . . .. 

· ~ A dazzling- white light flew past directly overhea d a_-rid t hen 

puJ..led str aight up i nto the sky s o fast that it simply ·disappeared , 

dumb.founding two police of ficers ~ .... 
,. . . 

A strange series of reddish-or ange lights mysterious l~ appeai'ed , 

d isappeared, ::-e-appeared an.d disappeared again, puzzling at least a 

dozen wi t :nes s es over a wic.e area . • ... . 

These are among the more unusual things that have happened 
northern 

r e c e ntly in/Wisconsin and Mi7;.nesota, ' which became a "hotbed of UFO 

activi ty '' this - year,,' 

- JU.st how. ·many people saw UFOs wil l probably never be known· -

but ~ j ust one week alone an ENQUIRER reporter intervie\·Jed more • 
,.- ' 

than 70 people, including 16 police officers , who had seen UFOs .. 

And nearly every time he talked with one per_s on, he'd be given 

yet an.other name of someone who had seen something . 

cfa ~'The whole area became a hotbed of UFO activity, 11 said Dr. J. 

A:ile n ~ Hyne k , ~ o:f ~ astrono~y ckipM•:(-m~t a t • 

North111estern University and director of the Center for UFO Studies 

in Chicago . ) ' 
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" he ontiiltl ed . "The pattern i+he 

what we call ' UFO hot ' for a 

e Wisconsin- Ninnesota thing is 

so long. " 

"!ay , numerous brightly colored 

in t· e nighttime skies or hoveri.ng 

nanner . The sightings continued on 

~ =e .fewe_ of them. 

·1ere seen at a distance . A few c ame 

disi;urbing , as ,he Phil Baker :faru.ly 

- ch 13. 

_eas · six UFOs were seen by dozens of people 

_, ' 7 as, l!cy:fi eld , Ashland and Iron counties in 

"t2:: ~ ::them ~er of counties along Lake Superior. 
_ 11 · 

6 er an - their children, Honty, i-&-,-_ Jane, 15,' 

- ei..f , ll, live in a _modes t t-w0=- story house with a 

- · es ea.st o.f Mellen, - wis. The house sits . about 300 

a...., e 

Eo· · e 77 on a narr ow dL..-t road that dead ends hill 

e house. o one else lives on the road and the 

e~-es is half a mile away., 
< 

C 

9 o '"clock that night ~il ¥aker-5a 37-year.::..o·ld veneer 
~ ~~ ·., . 

a a _ oo plant-~ sitting on the sofa examining seed 

pa ka.ges ~ ex½ a S < ,.~.zni::1µ0.Ltl:a & :.i i:T 
' 

when Jane came rushing in .from 

tsi e . 

ad! Dad! n she screamed. "Come Qttickl There•s something out 

MGRE .. . 

,f ... ;I • • 



L ·' • • :10. ~ 8971 (Ashland UFO) • • • 3 ·, 

Jane was nearly hysterical . She had been putting the family ' s 

two pet c ats in the garage .for the night 'ii" when she heard a noise -
a short distanc e down the road . 

"I looked and everything was all lit up , 11 she said l ater. About 

4 '--- 0 .feet away was a strange , bri .ghtly lighted obj ect'). app ;;_r ently 
--1...-

sitting on t he road. I t was mak~ng a beeping sound. 

Baker stepped outside and gave an involuntary start . 

II I didn 't want to believe \vhat I was seeing , II he told The 

EI;QUIRER . 
. . 

"There was this circular object about 12 .feet across with .red 
'· 

and bluish-green· lights around the outside and in the center there 
-,.• .. 

':las an opening 1.-ike a door with a real brilliant light _ ~oming· .from - - -
inside. I felt I could have looked inside ifl'd beerr c ~~se5; _but I _ 

couldn't see any details. The object made a h~gh, whiny,. sing-so~gy 

noise .- I n ever heard a sound like that before.n 

-- By· now Jeff , and ck J'-1m had come ·outside, while. Mrs-~ Baker 
' , - · 

\•JG.tch~d . .from the doorway. W}nty was upstairi'' throughout the incident; ,., 
' 

listening to a basketball game on t he radio most of the time. 

"It's chang~d now!" Jane cried.-__ "It•s di.f.ferent!" 'Wheishe had 

first seen the object, l she s a.id, there had been no opening in the·· 

object~ but now there was. · 

They stood watching it .for a fe'll minutes, uncertain what to 
-....__ 

do , when suddenly a pounding noise came .fro~ inside -the- craft. 
I 

,v 

"rt was like somebody was haramer14cng on a piece of metal or 

r epairing something ," Baker said . 11 It was like bang , bang-bang , 

bang , and s o on. ·Some were l ouder than others , like a heavy hit 

and then a l ight tap . There was no pattern to it. 

MORE 
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11 I didn't know what to expect , n Baker said. " I t old my wi.fe 

I ought to g o up and see what it was--maybe a small plane had c rashed 

or a snowmobiler was in trouble and s omebody needed h elp-but my wife 

s aid to stay away from it . 

"She said we should call somebody and I s aid , ' Who we g onna 

call? People will think we ' re weird.t" 

Neverthe l ess , he we nt inside and phoned Ashland County Un d e r ­

sheriff Ge orge Ree,- who lives 3 miles a way. 

~ "No sooner was I on t h e phone ~ when there was a loud explos i i on 

from the object and it. simply vanis hed,-" Baker said. 

~ -, Bak~r was anything but calm when he phoned, Ree told The ENQUIRER~ 

-~,\.(/T/.,/I )'. ·:~He was ~ery upset." Ree said. "He I s a pretty reliable t depend= 
--:-1 /' • .. • 

V rP able ' person and I have no reason to disbelieve him, but he was 

,, quite excited .. I had to . tell hiI!l,- - 'Take it easy, cool do\'m and just 

tell ' me what ··it is .. •" 

•. Ree .finally calmed Baker do-vm enough to learn what had happen ed 
. .. .. 

and Ree immediately drove over to the Baker home • 

. · _"When I . got there those people were quit·e excite·d~" Ree said. 

"T~~; ~ere a .frightened family. Mrs~ -Baker wouldnvt even come outside." 
.... .5 

- Ree e x a.mi:ned the spot where they said the c r aft had landed but 

could find no .evidence anything had been there. After questionin g 
. _, 

the family, he radioe_d a report to the Ashland Sheri.ff' s O.f.fice :in 

~h:t!1ii:a;;x::xz..::..~:i~ Ashland, 25 miles to .. the north, and went 

back home. 
\ on duty a gain,. '· • 

Ree was socn back n 2 , 1 l s SF7::: ;ta&£bi. called out by the 

sherif f' s of .fice dispatcher _b eca~se more UFOs had been sighted· • 
. · . c/ , : . 

Between 10 p .m. and mi_Anight, Ree . and at l east six deputies from 

Ashland and Iron counties saw a tota l o.f four objects flying about • . • 

' MORE -- ' . .. . · 
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Of them all, Ashland Deputy Peter Drolson got the closest look 
. ,,;.- . . . • 

~tone . Drolson, 24 , a deputy f or 2 years~ , had ju.st parked his 
/ 

squad .car at the end of a road looking out over Lake Superior. L • 

11Everybody was se ~i:::ig UFOS that night exc ept me , " Drolson •. t old 

t he EnQUIRER . "When I finally did see one it way far awey and then 

I l ost sight of it . 
j 

n I didn' •t think ouch about it and I was looking out over the · 

lo.ke when suddenly the ground got real brigh t and I could hear 

something .. I was tal k ing on the radio t o the sheri.f.f at the t ime ·. _· ' 
. -~.~ .. . 

"'.Everything got so bright I could have _read a newspaper . I 
. . 

- c ould: see my s h adow on the ground . I was leaning i u p . against ·my-· 
.. .. . .... 

c ar with t he microphone µi my hand and whatever it wa s . came .fr om 
-~ • -

the wes t behind me g o in...g east a c r oss the road. 

•• 0 I s aw t he light and turned to my lef t -to get a better look 
. ·. 

~ ·-~ 

at it-all I c~uld s e e wa.s · t his bright glow maybe a couple ·of blocks 

beh ind. ine a t tree-top level o~ a litt le higher-and when I went . to 
~ . . -

turn left the microphone ·cord became taut so .r.· turned t ·o. ·the right 

real cquick t~ . look over my right shoulder. 

"By then it: had already gone over the _trees on the other side .: . .. • 
• I 

o .f the road and was gon e .. r !l.: sounded.. •like 8:- big gust o:f wind coming 

• • through the woods. 
.• .... 
•·., 

· nr t alked -on t h e radio the whole time ·but they heard only 

- p art. of my transmiss i on. They heard me tal k ing , then a 'whoosh,• 

-:;hen it ~bl ~ ; d o~t f~~ a few seconds, then -another . 'whoosh' 

and then me talking again." 

. This was heard not only in the dispatcher's of fice .but on the 

radios .of s ev eral police cars- as well. 

• MORE 
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"I h eard the whoosh and th~ radio went blank,., Ree s aid. At 

t he moment this occurred , Ree said,. he was standing next to his car 

n ear the Ashland-Iron county line east of Mellen , talking to several 

deputies as they watched UFOs . 

~ A l ittle over a month later , Kathy Thompson had the .fright of 

her lile . Mrs . Thompson , 25 and the mother of t1;10 children, had 

visit ed a f~iend in Solon Springs , Wis., on a Sat urday night , 

April 19 , and was driving home to SuPerior, 25 miles to the north. 

About 3 a.m. on a straight , l evel stretch of U.S. 53 about 

5 miles north of Solon Springs , she~ saw a f 2iling star in the 
. / • ' . -. 

sky off to her right and marveled at it because it was the first 

she had ever seen. 

"When I looked back at the high1;1ay , I saw this big object in · 
r--

the middtle o.f the r:oad ahead of me ," Mrs. _Thompson told _Tb_e ENQUIRER. 
• / . 
"It had ired light on it and at .firs t I thought . there had. been 

an accident but as I got closer I realized it wasn't. I realized I 

didn•t- know what it was .. 

-
11 r slowed down and by the tim-= I pulled over to the side o:f the 

road and stopped~ it was about 200 feet awey 

0 
_,"It was big and dome- shaped on the top but the bottom was sort 

of·. ~egular: It covered both sides of the highway and was like 

above the trees, but it was off the ground, maybe 10 .feet or so. I 

could have. driven under it i.f I had wanted to-but' · r :wasn' t about._ 

t o try that. 

ri·Toe whole thing was a bright, light green, sort o.f a.ridcss.t. • 

irridescent, except .for ii. h uge red light maybe 5 .feet across on the 
. ' 

bottom over my side o.f the highway .. 
,_ - ,J. .· 

"It was that big .red light that really scared me. It was slowly 
, . . 

BORE :·' .. · 

;· .:~. -
~! · -
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'• 
-',11,.1·_ .. 

pulsing , maybe three or four ticies while I watched it .. I was scared. 

I didn't know what it was doing , if it had so.me pulling power or 

I ' d be hypnotized or what . 

"I thought ? 1 I •ve got to get away from it.• So I slowly turned 

around-I was being v ery careful not to slide into the ditch or • 

2.nything-and stc:-rtP.d driving back to Solon. 

"I kept looking at that t hing in my rearview mi rror until it 

suddenly just disappeared. But less than a minute later I saw two 

white lights behind me. 
,--

. • 
11They kept gaining on me and I speed_3d up, t hin_~ing 'Maybe 

they 're sending a little -c·ar after . in.e.' T-at •·s what -i ~~d- m~ . ~r~ ~ :·_ 
• 'h ::·· ·.-.-. ··> • • . 

because pretty soon the lights were right behind me.-" ::: ---,_ 
- • -~-
Soon she was going nearly 90 miles an hour but 'no matter how 

. .. --

hard she pushed her green 1967 Mustang, the lights st~yed right 

behind her £or? ~bout 3 miles until she reached Solo;· S~i:ng~-l!iifilwhere 

±dg -~~ri&a.x she discovere·d she was being folio.wed. -by a 
,:· 

deputy sheri.f.f .who stopped her for speeding. \::_:~·:·, --_~:.: ' 

.. r 
.He explained later that since .they were so close to' Solon when 

. •. -Y. 

he started following her that he pre~:z to stop the car -.under 
"'------ c-r--- / • ' ~ 

the street light s in Solon than on the I deserted highway. • • 
' 

At the moment, though, Kathy Thompson was hysterical, shaking 
-

from head to foot with fear, more frightened than she '- had ever been 

in her life . . ~ \ :-, .. . 
.J ·• • ' - .~ 

• •. ·, · . . 
"When I went to walk up to that car, she c rune running up to me 

and she was hysterical," DouE;l as C0 unty Deput y J a ck Hunker told Tb_e 

ENQUIRER . 

• t1She was a complete basket case . She was shaking and was · so 
-

nervous she couldn't even light a cigarette . She couldn'~ get anywhere 

n ear the cigarette with the matches ." . MORE 

:·. ,_ ·· .• 
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"About 2:30 or 3 a.m., 
-, . ,_ ' 

Larry and I were in a squad car on 

Silver Street and we pulled up to t he stop sign at Fifth Avenue ," 

c-asbarri t old Tb_e ENQUIRER . 

11 I looked north on Fifth to see if there were any c ars and at 
-

t h a t moEJent we saw a big, bright light go over Silver Street just 

~bove the huildings. 

"It was just a real bright light going real fast and then it 

just ~ent up and disappeared . It was like a big spotlight in the 
- . .,,. ... . , 

s ky and it se emed • there \·Jas like a reflection behind . it t hat J.it 
• :-\ I 

u p t~e -area beneath it. It was like one o.f tho~_e big lights at a 
. - .:.~ : ..• -. 'i. . ·}, " 

carnival." _ 
- '.;_· ,·· ,•,.., 

-~ Roberts described it as a "glowing light going -along and all of 
;--... . ~ 

a sudden it pulled straight up out· of sight. It was ·as
1
il it saw us 

looking at it. 11 

,. Neither man had heard _ any sound from the object---and • neither ,., 

said a word to the other. j! After Gasbarri drove on .for ·· ·~everal 
. . 

blocks,; he said_ • ,:to Roberts: . .- \f: ·; .- _ _ ,-· 

"Did ik: ;;~ . see anything back there at
1 

the stop . sign?•~ 
. ,. 

"Yes, a ·big: ·light,".· Roberts replied.; 
• ' • w 

~ . ~ I 

: - n I don l • believe what_ I saw~" said Gasbarri. • 

u -I don't :t_elieve it ., either,." said Roberts. 

Neither reported 'the incident and they told only a few people 
,.. 

about it. They talked to- The ENQUIRER . only at the urging ~f Iron .. 

County Deputy Sheri.ff Jamed Wicklund,- one of the officers who had 

seen. UFOs the nigh ~ of March 13. . -, ,_ :; 

' .. \ ; .. 

; Perhaps. the best documented •sightings were made the night of 
,i.; , ;, I•! , \ , • 

April. 1, .when · a series o.f .lights. we~e ~een over Lake Superior. by . a ·.· 

nUI:1ber of people over a 30.::.mile stretch of Minnesota shore·. MORE · 

' ' • 

' ' 
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,.'" ,\'•' 
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"I r emember the date because at first I thought it was some 

kind of A.:9ril Fool's j oket" said Todd Lindahl , 23, o.f Two Harbors t 

Hi.nn . 

"We were on our way to work on the midnight shift in Silver 

Bay , 30 miles to the north, 11 s aid Lindahl , who works as a conveyer 
~ 

s an on an ore crusher machine at Rserve Mining. With him were Doug 
I\ 

Compton and Ted Swanson. 

"It was about 5 minutes to 10 and we we~ 4- miles or so north of 

Two Harbors on U.S. 61 when we saw these four lights out over the 

l ake , sort of ahead of us and to the right. T]iey were bright -orange 

and disc-shaped and sort of horizontal, rising at an angle .from left 

t o right." 

Almost immediately they lost sight of the lights and hurried 

u_p U.S ... 61 to. Silver Creek Cli.f.f, where they would get an unobstructed 

view of the lake .. But once at the cliff they saw nothi1;1g . . 
. -

.. A minute later, ju.st north o.f the cliff and opposite Halcyon 

Harbor~ they _saw the lights again. 
-· -

"All of -~ __ sudden the lights went on again--only /~is tim:::. there · 
.... ~· 

were eight or ten of them;.tt Lindahl said. 
.... ·. .; ... - • ,. • ' . . '-. - ·. -• . -

. ·- "This ti.me they were s traight out over the lake from us and 

were in more o.f a vertical pattern. They were the sam.'e color. 

Suddenly we lost sight of them again and that's the last we saw of · 

them.." • 

Just a f ew minutes later, two -fellow workers in another car, 

Allen -Michaelson and r1ike Skurla, of Two Harbors, also saw the liglif. s 

v1hile driv i ng to work ... -

' "It was about 10:1.5 and Mike said, 'Look out over the lake! t-tt- • 

Michaelson told The ENQU.IB,.ER . -

MORE 
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wi..sh--o:range lights wq 0£~ in 

not real. b=:igl:rt . I couldn't tell 

when w got u on the cliU 

a.mes. Breyen • aIJd his vi.Le, 

-~:ctlars nof.tf ve :ev#~h~ ~.,....,.-, 

• end.s in Knife River alley 

i ~ Harbors on Route ll when all or a 

;;:;.y.:...i.....i..=....'-~e 1..igh~s in the . sky ahead oE 
-~ -

• e ENQ.U :R IB.- ·-

a s ort o:f ovtl pattern and 

f a sudden. t ey just v ent out. It 
. 

th.ere ere no trees. I assmaed 

u fa hill~ they~ on again • . 

and. then they went out again.• · 

sh ape e saw .it looked 1..ike it could 
N . . - . - .. 

knew -t cow.dn't have b~ because ~ we -
maybe it was· jets but it was ovi.ng 

don't: Ily ~e that.· They .fly 

ar seen many jets around here. • 

e.u:a:::esct;· .s:igf:rt,:ings the lights was made by _ Jerry 
e 

Bay and al.so works at ~serve Mining. 

and I just come · in the hous . 

th window.a La.Vigne told ~e 

e ways ut over the lako. 
I• 
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"When I first saw them they were all on, and then they went out­

one , two , three , f our--in order , like that , from l eft to right ." 

Fascinated and puzzled , LaVigne called his sister , Carol Martin9 

26 , to come and look. ..[2 
nA few minutes later they came on again , much ~arther to the 

s outh and they came on in sequenc e , one-two-three- four , from left to 

right, 11 said LaVigne . 

"They didn't seem to be moving at all but were more or less 

stationary. After about 30 or ~5 seconds,. they went out again in the 

same order. 

"We kept. watching ·and we saw them again-only this time there 

\tere . eight of them and they were even .farther to the south. They were 

the same color, sor t o.f lightbulb color, and they came on one at a 

time- from left to right~ After half a minute or so, they went out 

again, .from le.ft to right, and -that's the last we saw of them.~ 

The strangest sighting of all was made earlier in ·the evening ,· 

by Mrs- Suzie Thomas . and her two sons, Todd, 13,. and Tony, 10. They 
. . . 

live 3 to 4 mil_es west of Two Harbors in Knife River Valley,.· not • 
. . 

far from where the Breyens later saw the lights~ 
. ... ., . 

. nr1y husband had gone snow sledding and my children and I were 

wat~hing TV in the dark~" Mrs. Thomas told The ENQUIRER. \ "It was 

about .9 o 'clo·ck . ~I. ~ : ppened to go into the kitche~ t 'o get a drink 
! 

of water and glanced out the back window. 

"I saw lights coming from the back o.f the field. ·I thought i t 

was a jet at .first and in .fact, when I .first . saw it I screamed at the 

kids that it was going to crash into our house. But then it swerved 

and just .floated rig.ht over the place next ~oor. 

"What I saw were _about nine lights. Five of them were red and 

were in a V .formation in front ~and t he r est were white , . like 
r10RE 

I· 
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fluorescent, and were sort of f ollo\'1ing along behind sort of like 

popcorn. That' s ~he on ly wcy I can describe it , or maybe like a 

cnter pillar . -

u Aft e r they came over the neighbor ' s house and we went to the 

front .window-and we were just frantic by this time-it was j ust like 

the white lights were all arounci and popping out of each other 

and over each other. 

11 Tb,is was especially _bad for me bec ause about 6:30 that morning 

I had seen a single , large white light go ·across our field, real 
~,::' 

fas t and pulsing like a hearttr.l:;{ob~ 

."···n1 was hysterical and I called a friend, who · called ''th_e sheri.f.f 's = 
- . 

office~ Deputy Fred Du Fresne came out and he said that as he turned 

his car around he caught a~ glinpse of the ones that were like 

p opcorn." -Du Fr esj:ne-who had seen a series of reddish lights one night 

15 months ea:.lier while patrolling with Deputy .Andrew Haugan-tol( __ -·_ 

The ENQUIRER : . 

_ "I saw something for jq_st an instant but I couldn't tell you ·, -

~ what it was : Mrs .. Thomas was quite hysterical when I got there. 11 

Perhaps the strangest aspect of this encounter is ?-11's. Tiiomas t - • 

belief that thiB was not a single object but a group~~ objects 

flying together. 
-

"It was crystal clear out that night and you could see stars in 

b etween those light s ,." she said. "You could see through. or in 

betwe en all those lights and I knew none of them were connect ed.-

It was just like t here was a whole bunch of them."_ . 

Just what attraction northern Wisoconsin and Minnesota hold 

for UFOs is a. mystery. 
MnO"C' 
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a 9 -in C tral. o.f Douglas . 
s ve re i 
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ere are :r th coimuniti s 

Douglas ,.. ~eld, Ashland an Iron counties in the 

sarre -basal~· c belt and you ··o_der ~ . il the UFOs are honing in • on th 

a.= 

~ '1J.y peo_le in· these other cofillllunities h ven•t sen the 
·• , 

\ , .. 

Dr. onald Olson. a physicist who is one of the country' 1 ... G.~~ 

a thorities on auroras,.. or northern ligbj s 7 has no explan_atioD. !or 

the~UFOS but believes th~ -lights tha~ were seen_ over Lake Sup rior 
·.,., .. r .. 

the night of Aprill could have been some natural phenomenon. 
,.. . ' '· .-
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"I can • t think of a single physic al phenomena that would cause 

-c hi s kind 0 1. thing to happen , 11 said Dr . Olson , who is profes s or o~ 

physics and a specialist in atmospheric electricity at the University 

o .f ',]in.nesota at Duluth . 

"When you think of l ights that turn on and off like this , you 

have t o have wires , you 've got t o have a spaceship or something out 

t ere that moves- and right now ther e is no kno \.>m way of explaining it 
. ~h~ • 

"My f eeling is t hat~ these people are seeing could be en 

unu.sual physical phenomena t hat is just as real as anything could 
b P ¥ but is not understood. by mankind , and it _happens so rarely that ...... 

one cannot get much data on it." 
•;• I • 

Despite the numerous sightings that were report·ed • and the claims 

by s ome witnesses--includ.ing police officers-that t ney saw jets 

chasing UFOs, the Air Force s ays no UFOs were detected by r adar and 

no planes were sant up . 

Given specific dates and locations of UFO sightings~ .Air Force 

Col. James Sunderman, infornation officer for the Aerospace Defense 

Command at Colorado Springs and dixector of public r elations for the 

3orth American Air Defense . Command,- said: 

"No ' unknowns' were· reported and no scrambles -i,1ere ordered. NO 

intercept ors were s ent up." .- . .. • I 

. -T}ie ENQUIRER did locate one jet officer who was scrambled ai"ter 

a UFO--in 1959-and was wi lling to talk about it. 

He is Kenneth Leland• principal of Pattison Elementary School in 

superior and now a lieutenant colonel in the Ninnesota Air National 

Guard. He serves as a weapons sys t ems officer on F-101 j et s > :flying 

out of Duluth Air Force Base . 
~ .. 

:r.ri. 1959 when h e and his pilot wer e scrambled to chase a UFO , 

they were flying an F-94--·and the UFO was right over . a NORAD r adar 

TvlfiP k' 
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station at Finland , Minn. , 60 miles northeast of Duluth. 

"At the time there were quite a few UFO spottings and it was 

our .feeling that we did see things , " Leland told Tb,e ENQUIRER. 

"The one we were i involved with was actually over the radar 

site and the people there were the people we were working with v ery 

closely on this . 

0 We heard that some o.f the .fellows had gone outside and when 

they looked up, the UFO was hovering over the r adar site and from 

there is ascended'i slightly. Then we got involved and_ the people 
,,:, ' . 

on the ground said the UFO went from about l ,. 000 .feet high to 200 

miles -and lef't the area completely. 

"We never saw it except on the radar screen and when we approached 

it was on its wey and. it was gone ... That's ·when I heara(them on the 

groun9- saying it had gone :from a very low altitude of about l,-000 . ' 
.feet up to about . 200 • miles in a very brief amount o.:f time~ By the time ·. 

-
we got there, it had already gone.u 

. Some people scoff at .UFOs, but _Douglas · County Shen.ff Fred 
,:, :•. 

~ -J:Yhnson isn't one of them • 

. _: : "I am personally interested in UFOs, although I've never seen 

one~ and I ' think there· is definitely soraething there, ~· Sheri.ff J~on 

told The ENQUIRER in his ·. of fice in Superior. • 

• • "Too ma.ny _-~tellig~~f people , have seen the~.- I d~n~t believe 

they -are some mysterious type o.f vehicle manu.factured somewhere on 

earth, that possibly the Russians have them or that maybe they are 
- - · J.: ' 

even a devic e of the U ited Sates~ n _._ . ' ' 

"I don't beli eve that. The sightings go back too .far in h i story; 

before· aircraft were invented. 

• "I believe they are • .from outer _space . They 

somewhere else .,.. · I can •t: b·elieve we are the only 
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and I th.ink they will probably reveal themselves to us. 

"I think it's a sign o.f the times we're living in •. T}iings are 

going to happen~ I believe." 
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Phil Baker , Rt . 1, Box 70 , t•Jellen ~ Wis . 715-274-2701 

Ashland vounty Undersheriff George Ree , Ashland , Wis . 715-682-2075 
' uone : 715- 274-5372 ) 

Ashland County Deputy Sherif.f Peter Drolson , 715-682-494-7 

I 2..thy 'l'b_ompson , lll N. 12th St ., uperior , Wis . 715-394--6778 
(work : 715- 398-3543 ) . 

Douglas County Deputy Sheriff Jack HUnker 715-394-0371 
-

Hu~ley, Wi s ., Patrolfffian Jerel Gasbarri 

iiurley, Wis. , Patrolman Larry Roberts , 715-561-5129 

Todd Lindahl, 811 Fifth Ave . Two Harbors , Mi~. 218-894---_2827 / 

Doug Compton, L,a.rsmont . Minn• 218-525-3233 

Ted S-wanson, Two Harbors • .Minn. 218-834-3137 
. . 

.Allen Michaelson , Two Harbors,. Minn., 218-834--284-9 

Jerry La.Vigne, Silver Bay, Minn., 218-226-4248 ,, 

Ja!iles and Ranae Breyen, E~liJbjl' lthP.NZ : 5'-Z Eveleth , Minn. 

Suzie 0'.irs. .A.rtie) Thomas, Two Harbors, Minn. 218-834-2890 .. 

Lake County 1 Minn~ , Deputy Sherif .f Fred DUFresne, Two }Iarbors, 
• 218-834-~556 . .. - .. 

~ - ,. 

Lake County Deputy Andrew Haugan 
,,-

Kenneth Leland, principal, _Pattison Elementary School, ,Sup6rior, Wis. · 
:.,. ,:,·.' .. 

Fred Johnson, .~heri.ff of Douglas County, Superior Wis • :· 715-394-0371 

Col. J ames Sunderman, Aerospace Defense Command, Colorad~Springs~ 
~ 303-635-~911, X-3731 . . ... , ,,, 

-· 

Dr. Donald Olson, University of Minnesota-Duluth, 218-726-~125 

Albert Dickas ,. University of Wisconsi~-Superior, 218-392-8101_, X-303 

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Center for UFO Studies, 312-4-91-1870 
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Jane Baker , who will be i n the{tenth grade. at Mel1en Public 

High School this f all, told The ENQUIRER : 

"I went outside to put out the cats , Scamp and Babe~ and when I 

Got between the~hous e and the garage , the sky was all lit up and 

there were these wei rd, whining noises. 

"I looked over there and t here was this object blinking r ed and 

g~een , greenish-blue lights . At first I was curious but t hen I got -
-

s cared. I didn ' t- know if I should put the cats in the garage or go 

back in ,:the house ,. so I. just. threw . the cats in ,.the garage,:• and.: ran- . back 
:'t': ':' '. -: : • .- ~- '. , . . . ,';. 

into the house and got my dad. 
::•" -·. 

. . - -;' ... 

• ·, ttHe -went ·outside , saw the obj~ct and went back in. and got his 
·' · ':._ .•. . '= 

shoes on. The !irst time ' the lights were· duller and the ·colors were 
. ..... --

still red and green. · But a.It er he got liis shoes on and we went back .• 
"' ' ,. ', 

out,, there was like an open -door in the middle of the .object' and a 

bright light w~ ~ sh~ out ~ _of it. ·· 

' .> nI didn't notice if . it was cold or what. I was scared." 
t'." . 

.' , ~ . 

Asked to describe the banging _noises,- Jane said: 
•. ~- -· .,. ; . 1).1 

,"It 'IJas something like when you go into shop cl~s ··at school and . 
. ,· f" 

.. ,. ·- • 

the kids are working on cars and they I re hammering on. :metaJ.. n'";_ •. _ -~ •. 
• , • I •_,. • • • • • • ~~-• • . • ,~~ , '. 

• - -.. ..:. I .• 

' - ·- . - .: . . . • , .. 
Jane said she and her brothers went inside the house with · their 

father· wheri he went to phone Uncler;heri.f.f R~~~ ~·. 
·,,. 

;,y . , 
...... ,.,..,_~.. . ·: 

,4 •• : 

It 

"I was stand.:µlg by the door watching my dad when ' I ·heard a ..- boom. 
d ,, .-,.. . .. 

wasn'~ too lou,d and r · ran and looked out . the back .window and the 
. .J-

thing was gone•." She and Monty were the only. ones to. hear the boom~­

Asked if the family . was .frightened by the experience, Jane said: . : .• 

, .. --• · "I don 't ·know if they were distrubed, bu-;,, I know I was because 

my legs kept shaki,ng all night long .and I could hardly walk ." 
• ' 

more 
, ! .. ' 

I,, .. ,. 
r ~ - 1'" 
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Hrs . Baker saiJ. she nev er went outsi de duri ng ·1: he inc ident . 

L2h er e -Y.l;fs a lot of s now and it was too icky out , 11 she told The 

L l' iQUIRER . 

"I t old everyb ody to s t a y mvay from it . I reall y d i dn tt know 

what it was and I was kind of .@ h esitant .for anybody to g o u p 

ther,.and see . I t ,·m s sometLing diff erent 

i i., was .. 

t hat we didn ,/ know what 

• 
11 I don 1 

{_ think I was reall y s h ook u p but I was kind of excited 
.L 

.. -: .. 

. •. John Baker, 13, was in an u p stairs bedroom 1:11.th his brother, 

M.0 nty , • 17; listening to a basketball game on the radio at · the tine • . 

• •. '.I All of . a sudden J ane c ame running upstair~ saying :·there "~a ~ . a 
. ·.;, • "• . 

flying saucer up the road," John tol d The ENQUIRER . 

, •. "I went ~o the window in my mor:1 and dad's bedroom _and looked out. 

I could see this ~ thing . It . was ~ a .r eal big ~r_ight ·light; 

so bright it \•Jas burning ·your eyes • 

. "I put my shoes on, went downstairs and v1ent outside w_ith my 

dad in the driveway. Out _there we got a be t ter loook\,at this . thin~-~-
- , .... -..... . ·' .. :::, · ~-

Yo U could just make out the shape . It was just like a · dome on· top 

but .-t~e light.was too b~i~t to see "the ~ott.om. · =4-'._,;;~~:- kind -~f -~- •• .• -
. ,., .· .. 

shi.J?.ing u p the snow arollf-d it and you c ould see the trees that were 

close ·_ to it. 

• "There were sooe gr12en and blue and red lights around the outside 

but they were kind o.f dull. The b ig bright light was coming from like 

in the rnid <lle of this t hing , like a doorway. 

"Most of the time it made a kind of scree ching_ noise , and later 

there · was some _clanging 'or tapping noise like tin hitting _tin~_from • 
. "-

the doorway.!' :-. 
. ., 

,~ · MORE 

•, I <.• , , 

... , .. , 
· . . , . .; .. .... \ - .\ -· 

. .. . .. 
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~eff Baker , 11, ~as in the kitchen making himseli a peanut 

butter sandwich when Jane rushed into the house . 

"My dad went out and I put my slippers on and went out with him," 

J eff told The ENQU IRER . "All I c~uld s.ee was a bright light with a 

dome shape and it was making a whining noise . 

"The next morning we went u p there and the snow was all .flu.f.fed 

up in one spot . J ~ and I had ridden our bicycles up through there 

the day bef ore and thc{oicycle tracks wer e erased in this one spot ." 

. i"lontgomery-.,-Baker,. 1 ? ,. better known as · M0nty ," v1as>t_oo busy . _ .:-,,.j-_ • • 
a · state high school basketball tournament •• • · 

listening to\ Ue 2 ,s\ li1\ J sgame on rad.lo to pay much attention • 
·- :·:: ., t 

to what was going on outside. . ... -. ', .. 

" J 

"I guess I wasn't _ that curious,n i1onty told_ The ENQUIRER. "I · 

did 
- -; . 

room and look out the , window~·r" The hill go · into ma mom and dad's 

lit up an/t. you could see 
I • 

was something \ ·tas there. 

nr \'lent downstairs later but by then ~ dad was ~n the· phone and ·· 
, ·:-·: ~, ··-.. 

everybody was 'around hiI.1 so I went back upstairs. P-retty' soon T 
·' 

h eard a boom and I went and looked out the window and it was gone • . 

. : Early the next morning we went up there on the ·;~aa.·~·t/s_ee . ~ _. ,c-_°": 

we could see anything. At.· first I didn~ ~ee a thing• ).)~t . atter · __ l~6king 
- • - •. ' . - . • • . -: - . • -. : ~ "!' :- .• j ... _ ·- • 

a little while I ' could see one part -o.f the road'- where the 'snow was ·:·-

di.fferent. 
• ~ 

11The sheri.ff {Undersp.eri.f.f George Ree) . had ch-iven· to the end ·of 

the road, about h alf a mile beyond the house, and back,. and his tracks 
. . 

were still there but the bicycle tracks were wiped out in that one 

axea . 

"Some men came out a little later and by then the . snow was 

begin-ning to melt,. but t~ey did see where part o.f the tra~ks .had 

been '1·1iped out. It • vtas pret'ty warm that day , not real hot but enough 
,., 

" ' , 

to melt the snow." MORE 

..... • ... 
, • , 
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"The ~hol e .faJ!lily was still quite excited about it. The didn't 

look to me like they wer e a c ting . I ~ they ere , thy o~t to 

on s t age." ; • - · 
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Undersherif.f Re e s aid he s aw sever~i •• ob Jee~ while parked on 
·- ,-. 

Route 77 in Iron c ounty n ear the Ash~land County line . with t wo ,,, 
Ashland d eputies. 

"An Iron Count y squad c ar with two deputies was there part 

of the t ime and we saw one obj ect come from the south going in a 

n or therly direction, 11 Ree said. 

"This was the s econd one and it was a little lower than the 

f irst . __ we watch~d these t wo .for maybe hal£ an. hour ... 
- ... < f1- ., ·.· ;.i }~\_·~ -~: .• • . • , •• • ~-- • 

"Then a t~d d! one came .from the north going south and that ·, 

'!/aS the lowest on e o.f all . We could see dif.ferent colored light,s -- . •• , 
• • ... .. , :, , '✓. , 

on it~ - That on·e stayed in ·the air for approximate·ly 10 • or 15 minutes 
. . 

- ~·. ,.---
just -~moving , sortt: o.f doing t Le jig~ going up and down, ;making a 

....... / 

big~~big U and . going up and down again. 

·:.-., "We had two more cars dispatched on U .s. 2 iil the northern part 

of .A.s'illand county and I was trans~tting to the deputie·EJ -.in that c­

location. Two deputies were watching at the--.~ire tower on Bi_rch .Hl.ll 

and another ·wa:,/ northwest of them on the lake · when one of these • 

objects we were . watching . took off at a very high r _ate of speed. • 

-.-~er 'It •s-: ~oing your wa:y, • I -i:;;a_ioed Deputy ·Pete Drolson -~~,;~ 
,c---· 

)w::z, ii'!¥:· all of a sudden~ he . said-, _. 'I see it. · coming-~' '- -and then his 

r adio blanked out • . 
.•. ' • • .J,.:.;~~,.· 

ur..a.ter,, around midnight, we decided to turn our cars around ,· · 

and head ba ck into Mellen ·when we saw the fourth obj~~t} \ ,est of:.· 
- . 

Hellen~ moving across the sky." 
-

The t wo Ashland deputi~s in the 90-.foot-high .fire .. tower at 
, .... . . lj-- . 

Birch· Jxvll near U.S. 2 on the Iron-Ashland county line were John· 
•"T 

Lecieux and Maynard Whitebird. 

. 
MORE 

, 'f ' 
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the 

11 \'/e ho.d a port o.ble radio \'1ith us and when we got to the top of 

towe r \·1e asked what direction the other officers were se .ing 

these t hings , 11 Lemieux -c old The EHQUIBER at the Ashland Sherif.f ' s 

Office in Ashland , Wis . 

"Then we saw one out over Lake Superior . It looked l ike a 

Grou p of three different colored lights , v ery close together. Tb_ey 

look ed l ike they were more or l ess flashing and they might have b een 

15 to 2 C miles out over the lake. It was flop ~1ing around , sort of 

d oing- fi gure. ' 8s. · 

nwe watched .that .for a while and suddenly it dropped straight 

down and disappeared !rbm sight. Just a few minutes later Pete 

Drolson said one came right over him low, a bright white light . · 

He was on the lake shore about 4- ;'; 5 miles northwest o.f .. us. 
,.,.--- ,_ -

. . . . 

• "it. I think the one we savl was the one that passed over -Dr_olson . 
"_.,, / · ,. ~ ,, .. · ~ . ·.:. 

.A lit~le while later ~:/~"- ili!d Maynard and I saw ,-_ another one .for _a 
, 

minute or two·· when we were coraing do\'m from the tower.u _ 

) Deputy Whitebird , interviewed at his home in Ashland, told - . _ 
• ·-

The El"f OU IR.ER :- -
. :: .. . .. -
::~rrwe saw .. these funny little lights moving around· .a:- little bit. 

r :~;~ ,f- se·e.·:~hem di.s~pp-ear. Lemi;ux ;aid it drop~. ;~ ·straight do\'m ~ 
.. · +.- ·.- ' •• .- ; . . . . • 

. ..: '-"' 
but I was looking· the other way at the time. Whatever it was ,.· it· _ 

-::j•;:.--. . ;, ,. . 

was .-gone when I looked back. 
. .. -

~. "We were __ monitoring Drolson on our portable radio and we hear~ 

the swooshing sound when .whatever it was passed over him. He was• · 
-:-

on the r adio b efore this happened and then we heard this sound· and 

after · a while we h eard · our base radio talking to him. I could.n•:.i.. · • 

hear him f or a little while." 

Iron c 0 unty Deputy Sheriff James Wicklund •.. 26,- told Tb_e ENQUIRER 

in · an interview a t the Sheriff's Office in Hnrley, Wis.: • . .; 
• . 

• ·•. MORE 

. . ( 
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u ~•Victor Morella , a .former deputy , and I were in my S4:',\ad car 

on Route 77 in Iron County n ear the Ashland line around 1 0 : 30 or 11 

\/hen we heard on the radio that this thing was coming our we::,. 

" We looked in that dire ction and we saw what looked like a 

bright star-real , r e al bright- go.ing from · side to side · and up and 

Q OitJil . 

"All the time it \·Ias changing color a litt le bit. rt · would get 
. . ,-

a little green and then go back to normal white. Tb_is Yi one was o.ff 
~ . ·:,---:_ . : ::_ ·f ~ -

in the direction of Birch Hlll, a bout 13 nri·;:i..es·. nort:!J. . o.f us~ Then 

it disappeared. I 

r . 
. .j 

t wo Ashland deputies and Undersherilf Ree. At this tim8 .:we · saw another l 
obj ec-t; goin g tm,1ru.---d Birch. Hill. .- . 

. "Later, Morella and r- saw a third one on our way back .to Hurley. -
(l· . . : 

This one was going east and it c ame across the sky as quick as can 

be. We -stop~ed
0
the car and shut o.ff the light s and all of a sudden it 

just di~appeared. • r t was. just like a shooting star-except .. that · it • 
~.-:-:~·_; _ _.--,: • - :_._>;: :· -,·.~. 

was; shoo:ting ·upwards.~ 
•.. .J 
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